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MANHATTAN U. S. ATTORNEY ANNOUNCES ARREST OF
IVEXI CAN COCAI NE KI NGPI N RESPONS| BLE FOR SMJGELT NG MORE
THAN $90 M LLI ON WORTH OF COCAI NE | NTO UNI TED STATES

Mexi can Ki ngpin and 24 Menbers of Crew Charged in Manhattan
Federal Court: Authorities Seize 700 Pounds of Cocai ne and $10
MIlion in Cocaine Proceeds from Organi zation

M CHAEL J. GARCIA the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and M CHAEL PASTERCHI CK, JR, the
Speci al Agent in Charge of the United States Drug Enforcenent
Adm nistration (“DEA’) in New Jersey, announced today the arrest
of AGUSTI N HARO- RODRI GUEZ, a/ k/a “Dani el Arceo-Fonceca,” a
Mexi can cocai ne kingpin allegedly responsible for inporting close
to 10,000 pounds of cocaine—worth nore than $90 million--from
Mexico into the United States during the past year. Law
enforcenent authorities arrested HARO- RODRI GUEZ trying to cross
the border from Mexico into Arizona |ate Sunday night. HARO
RCDRI GUEZ appeared in Arizona federal court yesterday and was
det ai ned pending further proceedings to return himto Manhattan

f ederal court.



M. GARCI A al so announced the unsealing of narcotics-
trafficking and noney-1| aunderi ng charges agai nst HARO RODRI GUEZ
and 24 menbers of his crimnal organization. To date, 17 of the
25 nmenbers of the drug-snmuggling ring are in custody.

The arrest of HARO RODRI GUEZ announced today
constitutes the conclusion of “Operation Band on the Run,” a DEA-
| ed international |aw enforcenent operation involving cooperation
between United States authorities, acting under the Organized
Crime Drug Enforcenment Task Force (“OCDETF”), and Mexican
authorities, working with the DEA's officer in Mexico. HARO
RCODRI GUEZ i s designated as a national Consolidated Priority
Organi zation Target (“CPOT”), which neans he is one of our
country’s nost significant cocaine threats.

According to the Indictnment unsealed in Manhattan
federal court yesterday, AGUSTI N HARO RODRI GUEZ, a/k/a “Danie
Ar ceo- Fonseca,” was a Mexi co-based supplier of massive quantities
of cocaine, which were snuggled into the United States and
di stributed throughout the country--including in New York City--
for resale. Between March 2004 and July 2005, HARO RODRI GUEZ' s
crimnal organization distributed 500 pounds of cocai ne per
nonth, with a street value of nore than $5 million, it was
charged. According to the Indictnment, during this time period,
the crimnal organization distributed close to 10,000 pounds of

cocaine, with a street value of nore than $90 mlli on. I n



addi tion, after the cocaine was sold in the United States, one of
HARO- RODRI GUEZ' s top |ieutenants, | SAAC VALDEZ- BARROT, a/k/a
“Archy,” coordinated the collection of mllions of dollars of
cocai ne proceeds in the New York City area. VALDEZ-BARROT al so
arranged for HARO RODRI GUEZ' s drug noney to be concealed in nusic
equi pnent and ot her packages and transported across the United
States border into Mexico, it was charged.

According to the Indictnment and related extradition
papers, during the investigation |aw enforcenment authorities
sei zed nore than 700 pounds of cocai ne and approxi mately $10
mllion in cocai ne proceeds from HARO RODRI GUEZ s organi zati on
For exanple, on February 3, 2005, |aw enforcenent officers seized
approxi mately 300 pounds of cocaine fromone of HARO RCDRI GUEZ s
crimnal associates in Chicago, it was alleged. The follow ng
day, on February 4, 2005, other officers recovered 250 pounds of
cocai ne hidden inside music speakers in New Jersey, it was
charged. Also in February 2005, |aw enforcenment officers seized
$2.4 mllion cash and $5.3 mllion cash in Las Vegas and New
Jersey, respectively, from HARO RODRI GUEZ' s crim na
organi zation, it was charged. Finally, on or about July 1, 2005,
| aw enforcenent authorities seized approxi mately 150 pounds of
cocai ne conceal ed in the back of a comercial truck in New
Jersey, it was alleged. Photographs of some of HARO RODRI GUEZ s

drug noney and cocai ne are attached hereto.
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I f convicted, all the charged defendants face a maxi num
sentence of |life inprisonnent and a nandatory m ni mum sentence of
10 years’ inprisonnment on the narcotics-trafficking charges. In
addition, various defendants face an additional nmaxi mum sentence
of 20 years’ inprisonnment on noney-| aundering charges.

M. GARCI A said: “HARO RODRI GUEZ' s arrest once again
denonstrates that drug kingpins who operate outside the United
States but send their illegal product to our conmunities will not
escape prosecution and arrest.”

M. PASTERCHI CK said: “This arrest renoved one of the
worl d’'s top cocaine drug traffickers, who orchestrated the
smuggl i ng of thousands of kil ogranms of cocaine into the United
States. AGUSTI N HARO RODRI GUEZ was one of the nation’s
Consol idated Priority Organi zation Targets (“CPOls”), which is a
designation for the highest |evel of narcotic traffickers in the
world. The arrest of HARO RODRI GUEZ represents a resoundi ng
victory for Anerican citizens, as he will no | onger be able to
distribute his brand of poison and acconpanyi ng vi ol ence to our
conmuni ties.”

M. GARCI A praised the investigative efforts of the DEA
and Mexican authorities.

Assi stant United States Attorney DANIEL STEINis in

charge of the prosecution.



The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.

05- 216 H#HH#



